
October 21, 2014 
 
5725 Southwest Spokane Street 
Seattle, WA 98116 
 
Seattle School District 
Attention: Board of Directors 
MS 11-010 
PO Box 34165 
Seattle, WA 98124-1165 
 
Dear Board of Directors for Seattle Public Schools: 
 
We wish to express our concern for the equ ity and safety of student athletes at 
West Seattle High School (WSHS). 
 
Due to limited gym and field space at WSHS, most of the teams must travel three or 
more miles from school to attend games and practices. While the limited gym space 
affects the basketball, gymnastics, and wrestling programs, we want to focus on the 
teams who are denied usage of Hiawatha Playfield, which is located next to the high 
school. These teams, which must travel, include boys soccer, girls soccer, softball, 
tennis, swimming, track, and football. Forcing these teams to travel to remote 
locations for practices and home games increases safety r isks for athletes, 
prevents low-income students from partic ipating in these sports, and takes a 
large toll on the WSHS athletics budget. The only team that both practices and plays 
games at Hiawatha Playfield is the baseball team. It is no surprise why this one team 
that requires no self-transportation has had so much success and participation, while 
our other teams seem to suffer. The teams that are denied usage at Hiawatha not only 
have to deal with getting to practices, but also have lower numbers of students who 
try out for the teams as a result. 
 
There is no district transportation available for WSHS teams that travel to practices. 
Participation is limited because many students, especially low-income students and 
younger students, do not have vehicles and/or do not yet drive. Basically, if you cannot 
afford transportation, you cannot play! These are the students who need sports in 
their lives the most, and are the ones left out. The only sports that have a high 
percentage of low-income students are the football team, basketball teams, wrestling 
team, and baseball team, all of whom practice on or next to campus! In addition, 
there is increased risk with more young, inexperienced drivers on the road, often with 
carloads of teammates trying to get to practice. Many parents know of this issue and 
do not allow their children to participate in a sport because they fear for their 
children’s safety driving with a fellow high school student. Students have difficulty 
riding Metro buses to practice as well. If a student were to take a Metro bus, they 
would not arrive in time to participate, often missing an hour or more.  
 
A quick and economical solution is to increase availability of Hiawatha Playfield for 
our high school teams. This would involve cooperation from the Park District, and can 
be accomplished if the SPS District and Park District work together. WSHS is next to 
Hiawatha Playfield, and currently has access to the playfield weekdays till 5:00P.M., 
as per the joint-use agreement. If WSHS had access till 7:00P.M., it would allow more 
teams to practice and play games within mere yards of campus. This would greatly 
decrease the number of inexperienced drivers with carloads of teammates on the road, 
while greatly increase participation of those students who are unable to drive or do 
not have a vehicle. Additional benefits of evening access to this playfield include 



increased academic support for away teams, as they need not miss afternoon classes 
to travel to evening games. Additionally, WSHS students would be able to stay and get 
help after school from teachers, rather than rush to practice directly after class. Also, 
game attendance would increase, because the proximity would allow more WSHS 
students to attend, and the later game time would allow more working parents to be 
there. However, despite the continued effort of WSHS Athletic Director Trevor Leopold 
to increase availability of Hiawatha Playfield by speaking with the SPS Executive 
Director of Athletics and the Park District, WSHS teams are still denied this necessary 
extended access. 
 
In addition to increased use of Hiawatha Playfield, turfing Madison Middle School’s 
field and allowing access for WSHS teams would provide a field within walking 
distance for both soccer and softball. Furthermore, reinstating access to West Seattle 
Stadium, traditionally WSHS’s home stadium, would move football games much closer 
to campus. This would cut athletes’ commute to one mile, rather than the 4.2 miles to 
Southwest Athletic Complex. Furthermore, having games at West Seattle Stadium 
would regain the community/neighborhood support lost when games were moved 
farther away to Southwest Athletic Complex. Finally, West Seattle Stadium’s locker 
rooms provide a much-needed place for teams to meet privately before a game, during 
half time, and after a game. At Southwest Athletic Complex, athletes are disrupted by 
fans from both sides when using the only facilities available, the public restrooms. If 
West Seattle Stadium was ever turfed, then soccer could be closer to campus as well. 
 
Please let us know as soon as possible what action you propose to take to ensure that 
no student at WSHS is denied access to participate in athletic programs, and those 
who are participating are not unnecessarily put in danger. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
West Seattle Booster Club 
 
Enclosure 



 
ABOUT WEST SEATTLE BOOSTER CLUB (WSBC) 

 
WSBC is a nonprofit organization devoted to supporting all athletic programs at WSHS. 
Here’s why we care about high school athletics: 
 
THE RESEARCH 
•  “In the United States juvenile crime, including violent offences, peaks at around 
3:00PM, generally right after school lets out.” United Nations, 2003 
• “In a number of towns in the United States the establishment of basketball 
programmes for adolescents led to a 60 percent decrease in crime rates.” United 
Nations, 2003 
• Engagement in extracurricular activities is linked to decreasing rates of dropout. 
Mahoney and Cairns, 1997 
• Athletic participation decreases the probability of dropout by approximately 40 
percent, while participating in fine arts reduces the probability of dropout by 15 
percent. McNeal, 1995 
• Participating in school-related activities promotes greater academic achievement, 
even more so than participation in activities outside of school. Gerber, 1996 
• “50 percent increase (in the odds of being gifted) was related to involvement in 
extracurricular activities.” Modi, Konstantopoulos, and Hedges, 1998 
• “…exercising the body is one of the best ways to boost your intelligence and preserve 
it through old age.” BBC News, Brain: Why Exercise Boosts IQ, 2014 
• “Our findings show that girls who play sports do in fact report lower pregnancy 
rates, engage in sexual intercourse less frequently, have fewer partners, and begin 
sexual activity later than those not involved with sports.” The Women’s Sports 
Foundation Report: Sport and Teen Pregnancy, 1998 
• “We have enough data (from 17 previous studies from 1982 through 2012) to show 
that sport participation could play an important role in substance abuse prevention.” 
John Cairney, McMaster University to Reuters Health, 2013 
• “Sports can be a positive protective factor in a young person’s life because of all 
those great things—structure, goal setting, fair play, and achievement.” Steve Pasierb, 
President and CEO of The Partnership at Drugfree.org to Reuters Health, 2013 
• “Our experience and research show that students who feel engaged at school achieve 
better grades, better attendance, better test scores, and better life outcomes.  Sports 
can help at-risk students feel connected and valued at school. Being part of a team 
can be an incredibly powerful way for a student to stay engaged and committed at 
school.” 
 Steve Daschle, Executive Director at Southwest Youth and Family Services, 2013 
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