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  Adventure	
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  –	
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  Park	
  

Project	
  Summary	
  
	
  

What	
  –	
  On	
  August	
  12,	
  2011,	
  Seattle	
  Parks	
  selected	
  Go	
  Ape	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  their	
  Expression	
  of	
  Interest	
  
selection	
  process	
  for	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  operation	
  of	
  a	
  treetop	
  adventure	
  course	
  in	
  its	
  park	
  
system.	
  	
  In	
  its	
  proposal,	
  GO	
  Ape	
  selected	
  Lincoln	
  Park	
  as	
  its	
  preferred	
  location	
  for	
  the	
  new	
  treetop	
  
adventure	
  course.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  will	
  operate	
  an	
  eco-­‐educational	
  outdoor	
  experience	
  that	
  will	
  provide	
  
visitors	
  with	
  2-­‐3	
  hours	
  of	
  outdoor	
  fun	
  and	
  exercise	
  while	
  navigating	
  through	
  the	
  treetops.	
  	
  The	
  
course	
  will	
  include	
  a	
  variety	
  obstacles,	
  all	
  blended	
  within	
  the	
  forest	
  across	
  6	
  to	
  9	
  acres	
  at	
  Lincoln	
  
Park.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  Go	
  Ape	
  Treetop	
  Adventure	
  Course	
  and	
  business,	
  please	
  view	
  the	
  
following	
  Introduction	
  to	
  Go	
  Ape	
  video:	
  http://www.goape.com/new-­‐course.	
  
	
  
Who	
  –	
  Go	
  Ape	
  is	
  owned	
  and	
  operated	
  by	
  Dan	
  &	
  Jenny	
  D’Agostino	
  and	
  Chris	
  Swallow.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  is	
  the	
  
world’s	
  leader	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  operation	
  of	
  environmentally	
  sensitive	
  aerial	
  courses.	
  	
  
Since	
  2002,	
  Go	
  Ape	
  has	
  developed	
  28	
  courses	
  and	
  over	
  2.5	
  million	
  people	
  have	
  safely	
  taken	
  part	
  in	
  
the	
  experience.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  currently	
  operates	
  a	
  course	
  at	
  Rock	
  Creek	
  Regional	
  Park	
  in	
  Rockville,	
  
Maryland,	
  on	
  land	
  owned	
  by	
  the	
  Maryland	
  National	
  Capital	
  Park	
  and	
  Planning	
  Commission	
  (M-­‐
NCPPC)	
  and	
  is	
  expanding	
  across	
  the	
  county.	
  	
  
	
  
When	
  –	
  Go	
  Ape	
  and	
  Seattle	
  Parks	
  are	
  currently	
  developing	
  their	
  outreach	
  strategy	
  to	
  local	
  civic	
  
groups,	
  elected	
  officials,	
  community	
  stakeholders,	
  and	
  neighbors	
  surrounding	
  the	
  park	
  area.	
  Once	
  
the	
  outreach	
  process	
  is	
  complete,	
  Go	
  Ape	
  hopes	
  to	
  begin	
  development	
  in	
  late	
  Spring	
  2013,	
  which	
  
will	
  take	
  approximately	
  4-­‐6	
  weeks.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Where	
  –	
  The	
  course	
  will	
  be	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  woods	
  within	
  Lincoln	
  Park.	
  	
  The	
  majority	
  of	
  course	
  
activities	
  will	
  take	
  place	
  30-­‐50	
  feet	
  within	
  the	
  treetops.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  does	
  not	
  require	
  the	
  exclusive	
  use	
  
of	
  the	
  park	
  land	
  and	
  no	
  existing	
  park	
  activities	
  will	
  be	
  disrupted	
  during	
  development	
  or	
  course	
  
operations.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
How	
  –	
  Go	
  Ape	
  will	
  self-­‐finance	
  all	
  project	
  developments,	
  with	
  no	
  resource	
  requirement	
  from	
  
Seattle	
  Parks.	
  Go	
  Ape	
  estimates	
  that	
  over	
  $40	
  to	
  65k	
  per	
  year	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  Seattle	
  Parks	
  as	
  a	
  
result	
  of	
  the	
  operation	
  of	
  the	
  course.	
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Community	
  Concerns	
  –	
  Seattle	
  Parks	
  will	
  implement	
  an	
  extensive	
  public	
  involvement	
  plan	
  that	
  
includes	
  contacting	
  and	
  notifying	
  key	
  stakeholders/	
  community	
  groups	
  and	
  public	
  meetings	
  to	
  
gather	
  feedback	
  and	
  comments	
  about	
  this	
  project	
  throughout	
  this	
  summer	
  and	
  early	
  fall.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  
has	
  also	
  taken	
  deliberate	
  efforts	
  to	
  mitigate	
  any	
  community	
  concerns	
  with	
  our	
  development	
  and	
  
operations.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  are	
  the	
  few	
  concerns	
  we	
  initially	
  hear	
  from	
  interested	
  community	
  
members	
  and	
  the	
  mitigation	
  measures	
  we	
  have	
  developed	
  to	
  resolve	
  these	
  concerns	
  during	
  the	
  
last	
  10	
  years	
  of	
  our	
  operation.	
  
	
  
Traffic	
  –	
  Go	
  Ape	
  deliberately	
  manages	
  course	
  usage	
  to	
  limit	
  traffic	
  and	
  burden	
  on	
  the	
  park	
  
infrastructure.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  caps	
  sessions	
  to	
  every	
  half	
  hour	
  on	
  weekends,	
  hourly	
  on	
  weekdays	
  –	
  
sessions	
  are	
  limited	
  to	
  14	
  people	
  to	
  reduce	
  traffic	
  and	
  burden	
  on	
  parking	
  infrastructure.	
  	
  88	
  
percent	
  of	
  Go	
  Ape	
  visitors	
  book	
  in	
  advance	
  reducing	
  walk-­‐ups.	
  	
  The	
  surrounding	
  community	
  
should	
  only	
  expect	
  an	
  increase	
  in	
  4	
  to	
  5	
  car	
  arrivals	
  per	
  appointment	
  time.	
  
	
  
Environment	
  –	
  Go	
  Ape	
  hires	
  an	
  outside	
  contractor	
  to	
  perform	
  an	
  environmental	
  management	
  plan	
  
that	
  is	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  Lincoln	
  Park	
  Manager	
  to	
  ensure	
  proper	
  management	
  of	
  the	
  natural	
  area.	
  	
  
Go	
  Ape	
  inspects	
  the	
  trees	
  on	
  a	
  routine	
  basis	
  and	
  yearly	
  by	
  an	
  independent	
  arborist.	
  Go	
  Ape	
  uses	
  no	
  
heavy	
  machinery	
  during	
  our	
  builds	
  nor	
  requires	
  the	
  felling	
  of	
  any	
  mature	
  trees.	
  	
  Go	
  Ape	
  also	
  
works	
  with	
  the	
  park	
  to	
  coordinate	
  the	
  removal	
  of	
  non-­‐native	
  invasive	
  plants	
  and	
  organize	
  park	
  
clean-­‐ups.	
  
	
  
Parking	
  –	
  Due	
  to	
  Go	
  Ape’s	
  managed	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  course,	
  parking	
  needs	
  are	
  minimal	
  with	
  only	
  25	
  
parking	
  spaces	
  required.	
  
	
  
Noise	
  –	
  The	
  only	
  noise	
  produced	
  at	
  Go	
  Ape	
  are	
  the	
  sounds	
  of	
  families	
  and	
  friends	
  enjoying	
  the	
  
treetop	
  adventure	
  trail	
  experience.	
  	
  Due	
  to	
  the	
  large	
  size	
  of	
  Lincoln	
  Park,	
  the	
  trail	
  will	
  be	
  oriented	
  
towards	
  the	
  back	
  of	
  the	
  woods	
  where	
  customers	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  heard	
  from	
  existing	
  park	
  usage	
  areas.	
  
	
  
Summary	
  of	
  Benefits	
  –	
  	
  

• An	
  annual	
  revenue	
  share	
  of	
  40	
  to	
  65k/	
  year	
  to	
  Seattle	
  Parks	
  
• Go	
  Ape	
  completely	
  indemnifies	
  Seattle	
  Parks	
  and	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Seattle	
  of	
  all	
  course	
  

responsibility	
  
• Go	
  Ape	
  will	
  actively	
  manage	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  the	
  trees	
  and	
  park	
  land,	
  with	
  annual	
  independent	
  

arborist	
  review,	
  organized	
  park	
  cleanups	
  and	
  non-­‐native	
  invasive	
  plant	
  removal	
  
• Educational	
  signage	
  will	
  be	
  displayed	
  on	
  the	
  course	
  to	
  inform	
  visitors	
  on	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  

conservation	
  and	
  local	
  ecology	
  
• A	
  new	
  outdoor	
  adventure	
  amenity	
  for	
  park	
  visitors,	
  with	
  over	
  500	
  free	
  tickets	
  provided	
  to	
  

Seattle	
  programs,	
  charitable	
  organizations,	
  low	
  income	
  and	
  underserved	
  youth	
  
• Work	
  with	
  Seattle	
  Schools	
  to	
  provide	
  some	
  level	
  of	
  free	
  or	
  low	
  costs	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  course	
  
• As	
  a	
  physical	
  activity,	
  Go	
  Ape	
  will	
  promote	
  health	
  and	
  wellness	
  in	
  the	
  local	
  Seattle	
  

community	
  	
  
• The	
  course	
  is	
  accessible	
  to	
  95%	
  of	
  the	
  special	
  needs	
  community	
  
• 12	
  new	
  and	
  well-­‐rewarded	
  jobs	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  local	
  residents	
  
• Work	
  with	
  Parks	
  to	
  partner	
  and	
  collaborate	
  in	
  potential	
  sponsorship	
  and	
  support	
  of	
  other	
  

programs	
  and	
  services	
  	
  
	
  


