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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR KING COUNTY 
 

THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
Plaintiff,

  v. 
 
RODNEY DEAN JAMES, 
 
 
 

Defendant.

 ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
No.  09-1-07515-4 SEA 
 
INFORMATION 

 
COUNT I 

 
 I, Daniel T. Satterberg, Prosecuting Attorney for King County in the name and by the 
authority of the State of Washington, do accuse RODNEY DEAN JAMES of the crime of 
Vehicular Assault, committed as follows: 
 
 That the defendant RODNEY DEAN JAMES in King County, Washington, on or about 
December 12, 2009, did drive or operate a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or any drugs, as defined by RCW 46.61.502, and caused substantial bodily harm to Jason 
Wong; 
 
 Contrary to RCW 46.61.522(1)(b), and against the peace and dignity of the State of 
Washington. 
 
 And I, Daniel T. Satterberg, Prosecuting Attorney for King County in the name and by the 
authority of the State of Washington further do accuse the defendant RODNEY DEAN JAMES 
further do charge that the injuries of the victim of the current offense substantially exceeded the 
level of bodily harm necessary to satisfy the elements of the crime, under the authority of RCW 
9.94A.535(3)(y) 
 

FILED
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Daniel T. Satterberg, Prosecuting Attorney 
W554 King County Courthouse 
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COUNT II 
 

 And I, Daniel T. Satterberg, Prosecuting Attorney aforesaid further do accuse RODNEY 
DEAN JAMES of the crime of Vehicular Assault, a crime of the same or similar character as 
another crime charged herein, which crimes were part of a common scheme or plan and which 
crimes were so closely connected in respect to time, place and occasion that it would be difficult 
to separate proof of one charge from proof of the other, committed as follows: 
 
 That the defendant RODNEY DEAN JAMES in King County, Washington, on or about 
December 12, 2009, did drive or operate a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or any drugs, as defined by RCW 46.61.502, and caused substantial bodily harm to Wah 
Wong; 
 
 Contrary to RCW 46.61.522(1)(b), and against the peace and dignity of the State of 
Washington. 
 
 DANIEL T. SATTERBERG 
 Prosecuting Attorney 
 
 
 By:  
 Amy J. Freedheim, WSBA #19897 
 Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
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CAUSE NO. 09-1-07515-4 SEA 

 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY CASE SUMMARY AND REQUEST FOR BAIL AND/OR 

CONDITIONS OF RELEASE 
 

The State incorporates the Certification for Determination of Probable Cause signed by 
Seattle Police Detective Mark Smithers in incident #09-428011. 
 
 On Saturday evening, December 12, 2009, the Wong family drove into their driveway in 
Seattle.  As 60yO Salina Wong turned the motor off, her 67yO husband, Wah Wong, and her 
22yO son, Jason Wong, stood at the truck taking out luggage. 
 
 The defendant, 50yO Rodney D. James, was driving his Corvette.  He was speeding and 
failed to negotiate the road and lost control of his car.  It flew off the road and onto the Wong's 
driveway and slammed into the rear of the Wong car.  Wah and Jason Wong suffered crushing 
injuries.  Jason Wong has had to have his left leg partially amputated and has a serious right foot 
fracture.  Wah Wong suffered several fractures to his face, neck, and leg, a lacerated spleen, and 
a head injury.  Both men face multiple surgeries.  Ms. Wong suffered a large head laceration. 
 
 Responding police contacted the defendant who admitted being the driver.  They noted 
several signs that he was impaired.  His passenger seat area had several unopened beer cans.  
After an evaluation by a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) officer, a legal blood draw was done 
two hours after the crash.  The results are pending, but a portable breath test (PBT) showed an 
alcohol level of .16g/100mL.  The DRE observed many signs of impairment and even the 
defendant stated that he knew he was "in trouble" during the Field Sobriety Tests. 
 
 

REQUEST FOR BAIL 
 

 The State requests that the bail amount be raised to $250,000 (First Appearance order was 
$150,000).  Additional conditions include no use or possession of alcohol, no entering any 
business where alcohol is the primary commodity for sale, use of a transdermal alcohol sensing 
device, no driving without a valid license, insurance, and proof of an ignition interlock device 
(set at .02), no moving violations, and no contact with the Wong family. 
 
 The defendant is currently on a suspended sentence for an reckless driving (amended 
from driving under the influence) that was sentenced on 1/21/09 in King County District Court 
#C0707630 before J. Chow, his other known criminal and moving history includes NVOL 
(7/3/08), DWLS(5/9/03), and speeding (7/3/08).  His currently known out-of-state history 
includes a Fresno, CA  VUCSA (8/2/1990) and a Graterford, PA Escape-county prison 
(1/28/1981).  Graterford is Pennsylvania's largest maximum security prison. 
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 Despite very recently completing a DUI-victim panel and Alcohol Information School out 
of the prior offense, the defendant continues to drive impaired and now has maimed a young 
man.  He is a great danger to the community and ought to be considered a flight risk. 
 
 
 Signed this _____ day of December, 2009. 
 
 
 
  
 Amy J. Freedheim, WSBA #19897 
 
 
 
 








