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To the City of Seattle.
We, the undersigned registered voters of The City of Seattle, State of Washington, propose and ask for the enactment of 
an ordinance of the measure known as Seattle Initiative 100 entitled: "The City of Seattle Initiative Measure 100 concerns 
requiring studies and a public vote before building a jail. If enacted, the measure would require the City to publicly: 
negotiate with King County to explore alternatives to building a city jail, including extending the current City-County jail 
contract; analyze ways to decrease incarceration rates while increasing public safety; analyze whether investments in social 
services will lower crime and arrest rates; and develop a strategy to address racial disparity in arrest and incarceration 
rates. The measure would also require a public vote to decide whether to build a city jail. Should this measure be enacted 
into law?" a true, full and correct copy of which is included herein, and we petition the Council to enact said measure as an 
ordinance; and, if not enacted within forty-five (45) days from the time of receipt thereof by the City Council, then to be 
submitted to the qualified electors of the City of Seattle for approval or rejection at the next regular election or at a special 
election in accordance with Article IV, Section 1 of the City Charter; and each of us for himself or herself says: I have 
personally signed this petition; I am a registered voter of The City of Seattle, State of Washington.

ONLY SEATTLE RESIDENTS MAY SIGN.  MUST BE A REGISTERED VOTER.

Ordinance 94289 provides as follows:
Section 1. It is unlawful for any person:
1. To sign or decline to sign any petition for a City initiative, referendum, or Charter amendment, in exchange for any consideration or gratuity or promise 

thereof; or
2. to give or offer any gratuity to anyone to induce him or her to sign or not to sign a petition for a City initiative. referendum, or Charter amendment, or
3. To interfere with or attempt to interfere with the right of any voter to sign a petition for a City initiative, referendum, or Charter amendment by threat, 

intimidation or any other corrupt means of practice; or
4. To sign a petition for a City initiative, referendum, or Charter amendment with any other than his or her true name, or to knowingly sign more than one (1) 

petition for the same initiative, referendum, or Charter amendment measure, or to sign any petition knowing that he or she is not a registered voter of The 
City of Seattle.

The provisions of this ordinance shall be printed as a warning on every petition for a City initiative, referendum, or Charter amendment.
Section 2. Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall upon conviction thereof be punishable by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars 
($500) or by imprisonment in the City Jail for a period not to exceed six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.



An Ordinence concerning the construction of a City jail.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section One: Title and Subject. 
A. This measure shall be titled the “Efficiency and Fairness in Public Safety Act.” 
B. For Constitutional purposes, the subject of this Initiative is “public safety.” 
Section Two:  Preamble and Statement of Facts: 
A.  Seattle’s decision whether to build a municipal jail for the first time represents an expensive commitment during a time of diminishing 
public resources.  This choice for Seattle’s future has long-term consequences, and deserves a thorough and public decision-making process.  
Through this Initiative, voters exercise their right to be involved in this public safety decision by mandating that the decision consider cost effective 
alternatives and racial justice.  Voters are also to have a final vote on this critical issue. 
B. Citizens of Seattle hereby find that in deciding whether to build a new jail, important factors to consider include: public safety, alternatives 
that may be more cost effective, and issues of racial justice and fairness.  Citizens further find that voters should have a final say on whether to build 
a new municipal jail. 

Section Three: Policies and Process for Deciding Whether to Build a Municipal Jail. 
A. Prior to deciding whether to build a new municipal jail, the City of Seattle shall take the actions and/or conduct the evaluations described 
in this section and publicly report on the same.  These actions and evaluations and their outcomes shall be fully considered in the City’s decision 
whether to build a new municipal jail, in addition to other considerations that may be deemed appropriate. 
 1. The City shall negotiate openly, publicly and in good faith with King County to explore alternatives to a municipal jail, including 
extending the existing City-County contract for jail services.  Currently the City contracts with King County for provision of jail services, under a 
contract that expires in 2012.  The City is considering a municipal jail to replace such jail capacity, despite the possibility that such contract may be 
renewable under State Law, RCW 39.34.180.  Continued cooperation with King County may provide the most cost-effective and progressive public 
safety option.  King County offers nationally recognized model programs for decreasing incarceration rates and recidivism, and already has the 
infrastructure in place to handle a regional justice system. 
 2.  The City shall conduct a rigorous, public analysis of how incarceration rates could be decreased in the short and long term while 
increasing public safety and positive outcomes.   The City shall analyze how a proactive investment in social service programs, including shelter, 
supportive housing, early childhood education, drug and alcohol treatment and mental health care, will lower crime and arrest rates in the future. 
Avenues that should be explored include alternatives to incarceration such as treatment and day monitoring, changes in sentencing guidelines at the 
misdemeanor level, and a commitment to law enforcement diversion programs that provide better outcomes for less public money in drug cases.
 3. The City shall develop and make publicly accessible a strategy to address racial disparity issues in arrest and incarceration rates.   
Disproportionate incarceration rates among certain communities of color deepen inequality and poverty and are a form of structural racism.  A new 
jail may perpetuate and deepen these inequalities.
B. The City shall place the matter of the new municipal jail before the electorate in a public vote.  Voters shall have the final decision on 
whether to build a new municipal jail.  Prior to making a final commitment to build a municipal jail, the matter shall be placed before the voters for 
approval or rejection.   Prior to the vote, the City shall inform voters of the outcomes of the actions and evaluations set forth in Subsection A of this 
Section.  This paragraph does not require voters to be consulted on any siting decision relating to such proposed facility.  
Section Four: Definitions. 
A. “Municipal jail” means a municipal jail facility that is or may be built and/or operated by the City independently or jointly through an 
interlocal agreement with other cities, but does not include facilities built and/or operated by King County.  
B.   A “decision whether to build” a municipal jail means a decision by the City on whether to commit moneys towards the construction and/or 
operation of a municipal jail, either independently or jointly through an interlocal agreement with other cities.  Neither that term nor any part of 
this Initiative addresses decisions and/or commitments of moneys relating to potential sites, environmental review, and/or any component of the site 
selection process.  Such term also excludes any decisions and/or commitments of moneys relating to facilities operated by the County.  

Section Five:  Construction.  
A.         This initiative is to be liberally construed to ensure that the City’s major public safety decisions are based upon principles of cost-efficiency 
and fairness and subject to democratic oversight.   
B.         Nothing in this Initiative shall be construed or interpreted to influence or constrain the City Council’s decision on where to site a municipal 
jail.  If the City and its voters decide that a new municipal jail should be built, the City Council shall have the authority delegated to it under State 
Law to determine the location of such a facility.  

Section Six:  Severability. 
The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable. The Citizens of Seattle declare that they support each of the provisions 
of this Initiative independently, and their support for this Initiative would not be diminished if one or more of its provisions were to be held invalid.  
Specifically, Citizens would support this initiative even if it did not apply to jails developed through interlocal agreements.  Thus, if any one or more 
of the provisions of this Initiative is declared to be contrary to law, then such provision or provisions shall be null and void and severed from the rest 
of this ordinance, and all other provisions of this Initiative shall remain valid and enforceable. 


